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Disclaimer

The content within this book titled GraphoPsychology 
is intended for educational and informational purposes 
only. The author of this book is a Graphologist and not a 
Psychologist. The psychological concepts and principles 
referenced in this book result from the author’s independent 
study and understanding and do not represent professional 
psychological advice or guidance.

The information and ideas presented in this book are 
not intended to serve as replace, or contest professional 
psychological or therapeutic interventions or evaluations. 
The author has made every effort to ensure the accuracy and 
relevance of the information provided but does not claim 
it to be definitive or comprehensive. The book provides an 
interpretation of psychological concepts as they may apply to 
graphology, and these interpretations may not be universally 
accepted or endorsed by psychologists or professionals in 
the field of psychology.

The author assumes no liability or responsibility for any 
errors or omissions in the content of this book or for any 
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actions taken in reliance thereon. The author encourages 
readers to consult additional sources and seek professional 
guidance when necessary.

By purchasing or reading this book, you acknowledge that 
you understand and agree that the author will not be held 
liable for any damages or adverse effects resulting from the 
use or interpretation of the information provided in this 
book.

This book is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent 
any mental health condition or psychological disorder. If you 
need psychological help, please contact a licensed mental 
health professional.

This disclaimer is designed to protect you, the reader, and 
the author, by ensuring a clear understanding of the book’s 
purpose and limitations. Your reading and use of the book 
signify your acceptance of this disclaimer.
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Preface

Embark on the insightful expedition into the world of 
GraphoPsychology. Here, we shall traverse the landscapes 
where the ancient art of graphology interweaves with 
the dynamic science of psychology, creating a tapestry of 
profound insights into human nature.

In the realm of graphology, handwriting is more than mere 
ink on paper. It is a mirror reflecting our deepest thoughts, 
emotions, and personality traits. In this book, my aim is to 
guide you through the fascinating journey of handwriting 
analysis, enabling you to view handwriting as a captivating 
narrative of the human psyche.

In the subsequent chapters, we delve deep into pivotal 
psychological concepts such as exaggeration, dilution, 
fallout, perception, balance, enhancement, progression, and 
disguise. The intention is not just to impart knowledge but 
to stimulate you to reconsider, recalibrate, and refine your 
comprehension of these principles within the spectrum of 
handwriting analysis.
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GraphoPsychology is more than a book - it’s a way to become 
a master of handwriting analysis. With every page you turn, 
you’ll become better at understanding handwriting. You’ll 
also learn more about yourself.

Reading handwriting is like solving a puzzle. Each feature of 
someone’s handwriting gives you a clue about who they are. 
This book will teach you how to put these clues together to 
understand the person better.

So, are you prepared to delve deep, explore, and uncover 
these secrets? Your extraordinary journey to becoming a 
master graphologist begins here, one page at a time, one 
stroke at a time.

Here’s to an adventure that will transform the way you perceive 
handwriting. Welcome to the world of GraphoPsychology!

Happy reading and exploring!
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The Fascinating World of 
Graphology

Welcome to GraphoPsychology, your guide to the 
mesmerizing realm of handwriting analysis. As you embark 
on this journey, it is essential to start with the basics. 

What is Graphology?

In simple terms, Graphology is the analysis of handwriting 
to reveal insights about the writer’s personality, emotional 
state, and subconscious mind. It is not just about identifying 
the slants, loops, and spacing in handwriting but about 
understanding the complex human psyche beneath those 
strokes.

Graphology originated from the Greek words ‘graphein,’ 
meaning ‘to write,’ and ‘logos,’ meaning ‘study.’ This 
indicates its essence: the study of writing. Since its inception, 
graphology has evolved into a refined, meticulous discipline. 
It is practiced and revered globally for its capacity to delve 
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into a writer’s personality, reaching depths that sometimes 
even the writers themselves may not comprehend.

How does Graphology work? 

It hinges on the principle that our handwriting is a unique 
reflection of who we are. Each stroke we make, the pressure 
we exert, and the way we structure our letters and words 
hold tiny fragments of our personality, our emotional state, 
our fears, desires, strengths, and weaknesses. By examining 
these elements, a trained graphologist can assemble a 
comprehensive picture of the writer’s characteristics and 
psychological tendencies.

Imagine your handwriting as a dance, where each stroke, 
each curve, each dot, and each dash is a dance move. The 
way these moves combine on the paper tells a story, much 
like a choreographed dance tells a story through movement 
and expression. Each page is a stage, and every written word, 
a performance, carrying your unique rhythm, tempo, and 
style.

It is important to note that graphology is not about reading 
fortunes or predicting futures. It is not astrology, nor 
is it magic. It is a disciplined study, backed by years of 
observation, research, and rigorous analysis. It involves an 
intricate understanding of handwriting nuances, along with 
a deep comprehension of human psychology.

The beauty of graphology lies in its versatility. It can be 
employed in diverse fields ranging from personal development 
to career guidance, from relationship counselling to forensic 
investigations. As a hiring tool, graphology can provide 
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insights into a candidate’s compatibility with a job role 
or work environment. In the field of personal growth, it 
can illuminate hidden strengths or areas that might need 
attention or development.

As you navigate this book, remember that graphology is 
not about quick judgments or hasty conclusions. It requires 
patience, analysis, and a dash of intuition. It is about piecing 
together a puzzle, where each handwriting feature is a piece 
that contributes to the whole picture.

The journey you are about to embark upon with 
GraphoPsychology will deepen your understanding of the 
principles of graphology, blend them with the complexities 
of psychology, and equip you with the skills to decode the 
language of handwriting. It is an exciting journey, one that 
transforms handwriting from simple ink on paper to a 
vibrant, insightful narrative of the self.

So, are you ready to dive in and explore? Let us begin!
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Graphology Methods:  
Trait-Stroke vs. Gestalt

Graphology is a field that primarily utilizes two methods: 
the Gestalt Method and the Trait-Stroke Method or call it 
the Trait Method.

The Gestalt Method

The Gestalt method of graphology is a holistic approach that 
analyses handwriting to understand a person’s psychological 
and emotional state. ‘Gestalt’ is a German word that 
translates to ‘whole’ or ‘form’, and this method focuses on 
the whole piece of writing rather than analysing individual 
letters or traits.

The Gestalt method of graphology was developed by several 
European graphologists in the early to mid-20th century, 
most notably Max Pulver and Ludwig Klages.

Max Pulver is known for introducing the symbolic 
interpretation of space in graphology, where the concept 
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of upper, middle, and lower zones in handwriting was 
brought into focus. The upper zone was related to ideals 
and aspirations, the middle zone to the ego and daily 
life, and the lower zone to instincts and subconscious 
drives. This concept became a significant part of Gestalt 
graphology.

Ludwig Klages, a philosopher, and psychologist, is another 
notable figure in Gestalt graphology. He emphasized the 
importance of rhythm and form in handwriting and is 
known for his ‘form level’ concept. Form level refers to the 
overall aesthetic quality of the handwriting, which Klages 
believed, reflected the writer’s level of mental development.

The core belief in the Gestalt method of graphology is that 
handwriting is an expression of the total personality. This 
method does not focus on individual traits in isolation, such 
as the slant or shape of specific letters. Instead, it considers 
the handwriting sample as a whole, with an emphasis on 
factors such as rhythm, form, movement, and the use of 
space on the page.

In this approach, graphologists examine the overall 
appearance and feel of the handwriting, focusing on its 
layout, the connectivity of letters, and the flow and rhythm 
of the writing. All these elements are considered in harmony 
to understand the writer’s personality and psychological 
state.

For example, the Gestalt method would examine how the 
letters connect with each other (or do not connect), the 
pressure exerted on the page, and the speed of the writing. 
These aspects together can provide insights into the writer’s 
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level of energy, their emotions at the time of writing, and 
their approach to communication and interpersonal 
relationships.

The Gestalt method requires a high level of expertise to 
apply effectively. A trained graphologist using the Gestalt 
method can gain a nuanced understanding of an individual’s 
character, emotional state, and mental processes based on 
their handwriting.

This method underscores the holistic principle of 
graphology, the idea that the sum is greater than its parts. 
Each handwriting trait contributes to the whole, but the 
whole reveals more about the individual than any single 
trait can. This approach reflects the complexity of human 
personality and behaviour, acknowledging that people 
cannot be reduced to isolated traits.

The details about the Gestalt method of graphology and its 
pioneers like Max Pulver and Ludwig Klages can be found in 
various books and scholarly articles on graphology. 

One such book is “Handwriting Analysis: Putting It to Work 
for You” by Andrea McNichol and Jeffrey A. Nelson. This 
book provides a good introduction to graphology and its 
different methods, including the Gestalt method.

For a more in-depth study, especially of Ludwig Klages’ 
work, “Handwriting and Character” by Ludwig Klages 
(translated to English) is a valuable resource. This book 
offers a detailed explanation of Klages’ theories and 
methods in graphology.
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Here are some key aspects of the Gestalt method:

Emphasis on the Whole: As the name implies, the Gestalt 
method prioritizes the overall picture over individual 
details. The handwriting sample is viewed as a cohesive unit, 
an expression of the writer’s total personality. The layout, 
rhythm, and general movement of the writing are all taken 
into account.

Rhythm and Movement: The Gestalt method places 
significant emphasis on the rhythm and movement of the 
writing. This includes aspects like the flow of the writing, 
speed, connectivity between letters, and the overall dynamic 
energy displayed in the writing. The rhythm can offer 
insights into the writer’s mood and energy level when they 
were writing.

Layout and Structure: The general layout and structure 
of the writing are analysed in the Gestalt method. This 
includes aspects such as margin use, line spacing, word 
spacing, and overall organization of the text on the page. 
These can offer clues about the writer’s organizational 
skills, planning ability, and attitude towards their 
environment.

Form Level: The overall quality and sophistication of the 
handwriting is referred to as the form level in the Gestalt 
method. This includes assessing the handwriting for aspects 
like simplicity, clarity, harmony, and proportion. A high form 
level could indicate a mature and sophisticated personality, 
while a lower form level might suggest a less developed or 
less sophisticated approach to life.
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Psychogram: In the Gestalt method, a psychogram is often 
created which is a visual representation of the frequencies 
of various handwriting characteristics. It helps in analysing 
the interplay of various traits and understanding the writer’s 
personality in a more nuanced manner.

The Gestalt method offers a comprehensive and holistic 
approach to graphology, making it a powerful tool for 
gaining deep insights into a person’s personality, emotional 
state, and psychological profile.

Remember, as with all forms of graphology, the Gestalt 
method should be used responsibly, with an understanding 
of its limitations, and ideally by a trained and experienced 
practitioner.

The Trait Method

The Trait Method, also known as the symbolic or analytic 
method, is another major approach in graphology. This 
approach breaks down handwriting into individual traits 
and analyses each trait separately, such as the slant, size, 
pressure, and spacing.

The Trait Method is one of the main methods used in the 
field of Graphology. While its origins are somewhat diffuse, 
given that people have been making connections between 
handwriting and personality traits for centuries, it gained 
significant recognition in the 19th century.

Some of the earliest mentions of linking handwriting to 
personality traits can be found in the writings of ancient 
Roman historian Suetonius, but it was not until the  
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19th century that the Trait Method became a formalized 
practice.

The Trait Method is often associated with French priest 
and archaeologist Jean-Hippolyte Michon, who is generally 
recognized as the father of modern graphology. He published 
his first book on graphology, “System of Graphology,” in 
1875, where he outlined an analytical approach, laying the 
groundwork for the Trait Method. Michon was the first to 
coin the term “graphology” and emphasized the symbolic 
significance of various handwriting elements.

After Michon, many researchers and graphologists 
developed the Trait Method further. For instance, Crépieux-
Jamin, a French graphologist, enhanced the Trait Method 
and established a more systematic and structured approach 
in his works in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

The Trait Method remains popular in modern graphology, 
especially in the United States. It forms the basis of many 
graphology courses and books. The method is used in 
a variety of contexts, including personal development, 
relationship compatibility analysis, and career guidance.

However, it is essential to note that while the Trait 
Method provides valuable insights, it has its limitations. 
Critics argue that it tends to oversimplify complex human 
behaviours by reducing them to individual traits, leading to 
the risk of inaccurate or incomplete character assessments. 
Therefore, like all graphology methods, the Trait Method 
should be applied with care and understanding of its 
limitations.
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Here are some key aspects of the Trait method:

Trait Identification: The first step in the Trait Method is to 
break down the handwriting sample into individual traits. 
Each trait corresponds to a specific characteristic of the 
handwriting, such as the slant of the letters, the pressure 
applied while writing, the size of the letters, the shape of the 
letters, the spacing between words and lines, and more.

Trait Analysis: Once the traits have been identified, the 
graphologist will analyse each trait individually. Each trait is 
believed to correspond to a particular personality trait. For 
instance, heavy pressure might indicate high levels of energy 
or intensity, while the wide spacing between words could 
suggest a desire for freedom and independence.

Trait Interpretation: The graphologist then interprets 
each trait and forms an understanding of the individual’s 
personality. This is done by assigning each handwriting trait 
to a personality characteristic. For example, if a person’s 
handwriting slants to the right, it might suggest that they 
are outgoing and expressive. If the handwriting is small 
and precise, it might indicate a meticulous and focused 
personality.

Comprehensive Picture: Finally, all the individual traits are 
combined to form a comprehensive picture of the person’s 
personality. Although each trait is analysed separately, the 
final interpretation takes into account the interplay between 
different traits.

The Trait Method is somewhat controversial among 
graphologists because it tends to reduce complex human 
behaviours to a series of individual traits. Critics argue that 



Varun L. Rupani

23

this approach can lead to oversimplification of a person’s 
character. Despite this, the Trait Method is widely used and 
forms the basis of many popular graphology courses and 
books.

Just like the Gestalt Method, the Trait Method also has 
its roots in psychology. It is similar to trait theories of 
personality, which posit that people’s personalities can be 
described in terms of a set of basic traits, such as extraversion, 
conscientiousness, and openness to experience.

Key Differences in both the methods:

Both methods involve analysing handwriting to infer 
personality traits, but they approach this task differently.

Focus: The Gestalt method looks at the overall impression 
of the handwriting, while the Trait method dissects and 
analyses individual elements of the handwriting.

Approach: Gestalt method is more holistic and intuitive, 
while the Trait method is more systematic and specific.

Interpretation: The Gestalt method tends to focus more on 
the writer’s current state or mindset at the time of writing, 
while the Trait method aims to uncover consistent, inherent 
personality traits.

Let us use a metaphor of understanding a forest 
(handwriting) to simplify these two methods:

Gestalt Method (The Forest Approach): Suppose you are 
standing at the edge of a forest and taking in the entire view. 
You see the overall landscape, the interplay of trees with the 
sunlight, the balance between the sky and earth, and the 
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feeling it evokes. This is similar to the Gestalt method in 
graphology.

When analysing handwriting using the Gestalt method, the 
graphologist looks at the overall picture of the writing – the 
general form, the arrangement on the page, the rhythm and 
movement, and the harmony or discord among various 
elements. This holistic approach can give the graphologist 
an intuitive feel for the personality of the writer.

Example: If a handwriting sample overall looks disorganized 
with letters and words crashing into each other and sprawling 
all over the page, the graphologist might infer that the writer 
tends to be disorganized in life and might struggle with 
structure or discipline.

Trait Method (The Tree Approach): Now, imagine you walk 
into the forest and start examining individual trees. You look 
at the type of tree, the shape and colour of the leaves, and the 
texture of the bark. Each tree is different and contributes to 
the overall forest in its unique way. This is similar to the Trait 
method in graphology.

When using the Trait method, the graphologist looks at 
individual traits in the handwriting – the shape of letters, 
the slant, the pressure, the spacing, etc. Each of these 
traits is seen as corresponding to certain personality 
characteristics.

Example: If the letters in a handwriting sample are sharply 
angled instead of rounded, the graphologist might infer that 
the writer is intellectually oriented and might tend towards 
being analytical or even critical.


